g o Lt ol gl

9 1l a o /)
- The \r;urmnwww T Hinmam l'lgﬂJ¢lI thiern Burype

—

The

AOHRNE
Waldorpstraat 1070
2521 CX The Hague
Info@aohrne.com

https://aohrne.com/
Den Haag, 26t May 2024

Summary report for the side-event

Dear organizing committee,

The AOHR-NE extends its greeting to you for facilitating the organizational efforts of our side-
event entitled “Harnessing the Resilience of Syrian Refugees for Peacebuilding, in Alignment
with UNSCR 2254”.

Kindly find attached the summary report with the proposed recommendations in both
languages (English & Arabic).

Yours sincerely,

0. Almasalmeh
Secretary General

Arab Organization for Human Rights in Northern Europe Waldorpstraat 1070, 2521 CX The Hague
Tel: +316 105493 76 Info@AOHRNE.com https://aohrne.com/
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The Arab Quganization for Human RIS in Northein Eurcie o

Summary report for the side-event

Harnessing the Resilience of Syrian Refugees for Peacebuilding, in Alignment with
UNSCR 2254

The Arab Organization for Human Rights in North Europe (AOHR-NE) has organised on 25
May 2024, a virtual side-event on the sideline of the eighth Brussels Conference on
“Supporting the future of Syria and the region” entitled “Harnessing the Resilience of Syrian
Refugees for Peacebuilding, in Alignment with UNSCR 2254",

Organiser:

The Arab Organization for Human Rights in North Europe

Event details:

e Date of the event: 25" May 2024

e Starting time: 11:00 CET

e Duration: 1,5 hours

e Venue: Online (via Zoom)

e lLanguage: Arabic; conclusion report will be delivered in both Arabic & English

Speakers:
1. Alise Mofrej, Member of the Syrian Negotiation Commission, Germany
2. Alaa Shalaby, President of the Arab Organization for Human Rights, Egypt
3. Marwan Qawas, President of the Arab Organization for Human Rights in Syria, Syria
4. Omar Almasalmeh, Secretary General of the Arab Organization for Human Rights in

North Europe, Netherlands

Moderator:

1. Hossam El-Shaffei, Oversight Management Advisor & Former United Nation
Oversight Civil Servant, Jordan

List of Invitees:

The event was open for public attendees.

Arab Organization for Human Rights in Northern Europe Waldorpstraat 1070, 2521 CX The Hague
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Announcement:
The announcement of the event has been published on the official platforms of the AOHR-
NE and its partners:
e https://aohrne.com/2024/05/2269.html
e https://socialekaartdenhaag.nl/ak-assistance/online-event-brussels-conference-on-
supporting-the-future-of-syria-and-the-region/

Invitation

Harnessing the Resilience of Syrian Refugees for Peacebuilding process, in Alignment with UNSCR 2254
A side event on the sidelines of the eighth Brussels Conference on *Supporting the future of Syria and the region”

Moderator

Supporting the future
of Syria and the region
Brussels Ulll Conference 2024

Hossam El-Shaffei
Oversight, Anti - Fraud, Corruption & Financial Crimes Senior
Advisor, formerly a key international employee in Oversight
and Investigation at the United Nations, Jordan.

Speakers

Omar Almasalmeh Marwan Kawass Alaa Shalaby Alise Mofrej
Secretary-General of the Arab t of the Arab O President of the Arab Organization Member of the Syrian Negotiating
Organization for Human Rights in for Human Rights in Syria, Syria for Human Rights, Egypt Committee, Germany

Northern Europe, Netherlands

Event date: May 25, 2024 Duration: 1.5 hours

Start time: 11:00 CET Location: Online (via Zoom)

The event will be held in Arabic, and the final report will be published in Arabic and English.

Views, thoughts and opinions expressed during these events reflect solely those of
the speakers and do not constitute endorsement by the European Union

Executive Summary:

The Syrian conflict, now in its second decade, has triggered one of the largest humanitarian
crises of our time, leading millions to seek refuge in neighbouring countries and beyond,
including European countries. Despite facing numerous challenges, Syrian refugees have
demonstrated remarkable resilience in adapting to their new environments and contributing
positively to their host communities. Leveraging their resilience and potential can play a
pivotal role in fostering peace and stability, aligning with the principles outlined in United
Nations Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 2254.
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This event aimed to explore how the resilience of Syrian refugees can be harnessed to
contribute meaningfully to the political solution and peacebuilding efforts in Syria, in line
with the objectives outlined in UNSCR 2254. The event revolved around three key
components:

1. Challenges and Risks:

Syrian refugees faced a myriad of challenges and risks in neighbouring countries and with
less severity in diaspora. Economic struggles, lack of access to basic services, and
discrimination are pervasive. Legal barriers often prevent them from securing employment
or accessing regular education. Additionally, the instability in hosting countries, such as
political unrest or conflict, exacerbates their vulnerability. Social integration poses another
hurdle, as cultural differences and language barriers hinder their ability to assimilate.
Moreover, the looming threat of deportation or return to Syria looms large, adding to their
uncertainty and insecurity.

2. Resilience and Potentiality:

Syrian refugees have exhibited resilience in the face of adversity, often overcoming language
barriers, cultural differences, and economic challenges to rebuild their lives. Nevertheless,
empowering refugees via active integration programs that attain better accessibility to
regular and high education, skills training, employment opportunities that matches their
experiences and health care services, can make them active agents of change within their
hosting communities. Encouraging policies that enabling refugees to organize themselves
can create collective efforts to solve related societal challenges and promote their stability,
which enhance their self-reliance and enable them to contribute positively to their host
societies and potentially to the reconstruction and development efforts in Syria after being
the political solution is implemented.

3. Advocacy and Diplomacy:

Syrian refugees can serve as powerful advocates for peace and stability in their homeland.
By sharing their stories, raising awareness about the root causes of the conflict, and
advocating for inclusive political solutions, they can amplify the voices of those affected by
the crisis and mobilize support for peaceful resolution efforts. Engaging with policymakers,
civil society organizations, and international stakeholders can facilitate the inclusion of
refugee perspectives in decision-making processes and enhance diplomatic efforts to
advance the objectives of UNSCR 2254.
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Harnessing the resilience of Syrian refugees presents a unique opportunity to promote

peacebuilding efforts in Syria in alignment with UNSCR 2254. By empowering refugees,

fostering inter-community dialogue, and advocating for inclusive political solutions, they can

contribute to building sustainable peace and reconciliation in their homeland while enriching

the societies that have welcomed them. This side-event calls for collaborative action

involving governments, international organizations, civil society, and refugee communities

to realize the full potential of Syrian refugees as catalysts for peace in the region.

Outcomes and Recommendations:

1.

The solution to the Syrian humanitarian crisis is political, and begins with the full
implementation of UNSCR 2254.

It is necessary to distinguish between the resilience of Syrian refugees in the
neighbouring countries and diaspora, and the rehabilitating of the Syrian regime,
which is primarily responsible for the Syrian crisis and the refugee crisis.

Standing against using the refugees in the political and media polarization, and
dealing with their issues humanely and in accordance with international laws and
treaties.

Standing against the attempts to forcibly deport refugees from neighbouring
countries and the diaspora, following up on the violations and abuses they are
exposed to, and holding their perpetrators accountable.

Empowering Syrian refugees in neighbouring countries and the diaspora through
active integration programs that include better accessibility to regular and higher
education, skills training, job opportunities that matches with their experiences and
health care services, which enhances their resilience and makes them able to
contribute positively to the development of the hosting communities.

Encouraging initiatives that enable refugees to organize themselves socially and
politically can reduce the burden of their presence in the host communities, and
create collective efforts to solve societal challenges related to them. It enhances
their self-reliance and enables them to contribute effectively to the efforts required
to achieve the political solution, and perhaps the reconstruction and development of
Syria, later.

The return of refugees must be voluntary and to safe environment, and there are
conditions and guarantees to achieve this, which include at a minimum: releasing

Arab Organization for Human Rights in Northern Europe Waldorpstraat 1070, 2521 CX The Hague
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detainees, revealing the fate of the forcibly disappeared, stopping detention and
abuse, ensuring the availability of services such as education, health, clean water,
sanitation, electricity, heating, and safe homes, ensuring the presence of
international bodies and agencies to protect the returnees, including settling the
entire legal and administrative restriction, and not humiliating or taking revenge on
them.
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